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Or, The abſolute Neceflity of Ge Hel, N 
Buty, and Cbriſtian Repentance. S. 


Wherein is plainly diſcovered what 3 
tance is, and the great Neceſſity thereof 0 
Salvation; with the Folly and Madneſs of 
thoſe that put of their 8 unto 4 
Sick Bed, or Old Age togerher with the 
great Benefit, Joy and Comfort, thoſe Souls 
polleſs, that timely and LOT TOI 2 
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Acrs xvii. 30, 31. 

Thi Times of this Ignorance Ged winked at; bat 
nom commandeth all Men every where to repent : 
Bec ruſe he hath appoimed a Lay, in which he 
will og! rh World in Righteonſneſs. | SS 


H E bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul f in d 
Words, Beloved, endeavours to take 
off the ſuperſtitions Athenians from 
Idolatry and worſhipping of falſe Geds, Gods 
of Silver and Gold, which indeed are no Gods, 
but the Work of Men's Hands. And this he 
dorh, 1/# by endeavouring to cenvince them 
of the Folly of their Idolatry: And then, 
24l), in laying before them the Power and 
Goodnefs of God in making and preſerving the 
World, and all Things therein; who is Lord 
over all, and gives to, all Life and Breath, and all 
Things; and in him we live and have our Be- 

ing, and tis he that hath ſet the Bounds of our 
Habitations : Therefore, faith he, you need not 
to think that the Godhead is like unto Gold or 
Silver, or Stones graven by Art, or Man's De- 
vice; for God is Lord both of Heaven and Earth: 
A ye but theſe Idolaters ſay, (like ſome now a- 
days) we. do as our Forefathers did; they wor» 


ſhipped ſuch Gods as theſe, and we are of the 
1 A 2 | | ſame 


(4) 3 
ſame Religion as they” were. But, faith the 
Apoſtle, this was done in Ignorance, and the 
Time of this 2 God winked at Your 
Forefathers had not the Light of the Goſpel, 
they never heard of Jeſus Chriſt; but now, 
ſaith he, Chrift i 15 preached, and the Light of 
the Goſpel ſhines erh ! in the World; thereſore 
nov ye muſt repent and turn from thoſe Idols, 
and ſerve the living God. Now God com- 
mands all Men every where to repent. Altho 
God in Times paſt ſuffered all Nations to walk 
in their own Ways, now he hath ſent us to 
preach Chrif unto you, that you might turn 


from rhole Vanities, and ſerve the living God. 


Tf your Forefathers finned, it was thro' Igno- 
rance, and Want of Knowledge of 7 eſis Chrilt : 


But if you fin, and go on in Idolatry, tis thro* | 


Wilfu nels and God will be revenged on you. 
In the Words you may obſcrve theſe four 
Things. 

1 WA Duty commanded, and that is 
Repentance. | 


Secondly, The Commander, and that i is God, 


God commanaeth. 
Thirdly, The Perſons to whom this Com- 
mand is enjoined, and they are all Men every 


where, High and Low, Rich and Poor, all % 


, World Over. 
Four tlih, and leftly, The Time when, and 
that is now: Now; God commandeth all Aen 


every where to pern now in theſe Times of the 


_ 


eee 
72 * 1 2 2 ITE . SS. ” e 0 1 


33 


ſaith God, in Fſalm xcv. 7. 
6 From the Words thus opened, I ſhall give 
„you theſe four practical Obſervations. 

ceſſary Duty commanded by Gd. 
Secondly, That every Man and Woman in the 


r ar 


f _ Firſt, That Repentance. is a needful and ne- 
e - 
3 


World is bound to rep ent. 
Thiraly, T hat the Doctrine of the Goſpel is 


> | Sermon, as you may. fee, Mat. iv. 10. Felus 
began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, & . y 
"| Fourthly, and laſtly, Obſerve from theſe 
Words, that God expects more, and looks fer 
more from Men under the Gofpel, than from 
thoſe that never heard of rhe Goſpel. 

Theſe four Obſervations are all very clear 
from the Words of the Text. I ſhall therefore 
oniy give you ſome further Proofs of them 
from the Scripture, and ſo proceed in the open- 
ing and handling the two firlt Obſervations 3 


and from thence'T ſhall draw feveral practical 
Uſes, which I {hall endeavour, by God's Af- 


ſiſtance, to apply home to your Souls. 


I ſhall therefore join the two firlt Obſerva- 
tions in ont entire Propoſition, thus: That Re- 


pentance is a needful and neceſſary Duty com- 


manded by God, and that every Man ind Wo- - 


man in. the World is bound to repent. Except 
Je repent, faith Chriſt, Luke xiii. 11. ye fhall all 
periſh ; but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
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Goſpel. To- day if ye will hear my Voice, 


Doctrine of Repentance. It was Chri7 s Firſt 


As T lire, faith tbe Lord, Ezek xx Mi. 11. 7 
haue ns Pleaſure in the Death of the Wiched, but 
that the Wicked turn from his Way and live ; turn 
Je from your Ways, for why will ye die, O Hun 


of Iſrael? And in Matt. iii. 2. Fepent ye, for 


the Kingdomr of Heaven is at hand. And ſo likes 
wiſe in As ii · 38. Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Telus Chriſt, for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins. Repentance is needfu@Þfor all; 
there are none ſo wiſe, none ſo learned, none 
ſo holy, bur ſtand in need of Repentance. 1 
many Things, faith St. James, we 15 James 


iii. 2. And in Rom. ii. 3. all bave ſauned. Young, 


ones have ſinned, and thercfore have need to 
repent, Jeſt, as St. Paul faith, Heb iii. 13, 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin their Hearts 
be hardened. It is gcod for young ones, yea, it 
is the beſt Courſe they can take, as Solomon 
ſanh, to remember their Creator in the Days of 
their Youth, and not to put off Repentance 
unto old Age, or to their Death- bed, becauſe 
rhen it may be too late; for altho' Repentance 
be never too late, yer late Repentance is ſeldom 
ttue. It is a od Obſervation of a holy Man, 
who, ſpeaking of the repentant Thief, ſaid, 
God ſaved 0n: at the laſt Hour, that none might 
dripair; and but one, that none might preſume" 
Thou that wilt not repent when thou may'ft, 
it may be, God will not give thee Time to re- 
pent hereafter when thou wouli«ft, Doſt think 
ro do that in thy old Age, . ee 
ws "hp 


have too long neglected Repentance. Young 


lo | 
to repent, that they may receive the Remiſſion 


SR m , ... 


do in thy Youth? Can'ſt thou do that in one 
Hour on thy Death-bed, which thou art not 


able ſufficiently to do all thy Lifetime? And 


then likewiſe, old Men have Need of Repen- 
tance ; they have lived a long Time in Sin, and 


en may die ſoon, but old Men cannot live 
therefore both Old and Young have need 


of a their Sins. Mat. ii. +. . 5 
Now, for the better underſtanding this great 
and neceſſary Duty of Repentance. I ſhall a 


little ſnew you what it is, and that briefly. Re- 
pentance is of two Forts, either real or ſincere, 


or elſe ſeeming and hypocritical, A ſeeming 
Repentance is common to wicked Men, and is 
altogether legal, ariſing from the Accuſations of 
their own Conſciences ; ſuch a Repentance as 
this was that of Judas. But there is a real and 


ſincere Repentance, which doth properly be- 
long to the Godly, and this is likewiſe of two 


Sorts, Legal and Evangelical: . Legal Repen- 


rance comes from the Law, giving us a Sight of 


our Sins, and our Miſery by Sin: The Law is 


our Schoolmaſter to bring us to Chrift, Gal. iii. 
34+ Bur Evangelical Repentance ſprings from 


Faith in Chriſt, and carries out the Soul unto 
Cbriſt in Oppotition to Sin, and a forſaking 
every evil Way. Repentance J ſhall thus de- 
ſcribe : K epentance is a Gift of Goc, by which 


a believing Sinner, being caſt down in the Sight 
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and Senſe of his own Sins, doth utterly forſake 


all his former evil Ways, and curns to the Lord 


with a perfect Heart, I ſay it ĩs a gift of God; 


it comes from God, and not from Nature; it 


is a Flower that never grows in Nature's gar- 


den; neither Art or Learning, or any other 
ſublunary Power or Qualification is able to be- 
get Repentance. True Repentance comes from 
above: Every good and perfett Gift, laith St. 


James, comes from above, James i. 27. Grace 
does not grow here below, but cometh from 


the Father of Lights. The Apoſtles, Adds xi. 
11. glorified God, that to the Gentiles he had 
granted Repentance to Liſe. Repentance is the 


Quickening of a dead Soul, an] therefore muſt 
be the Act of him who is the giver of all Life. 


/ 


Ve are all of us by Nature dead in Sins and 


Treſpaſſes, Fph ii. 2. A Man by Nature is no 
moe ab'e to perform an Act of true Grace, 
than a dead Perſon in the grave is able to do 
any Act ot Nature, They that live in Sin, as 
St. Paul faith of the Widow that lives in Plea- 
five, I Time v. 6. are dead while they live. 


| Repentance then is the gift, Alis xi. 11. God 
granted Repentance unto Life. So in 2 Tims ii. 


25, 26. the Miniſters of God are required to 


inſtruct fhoſe that oppoſe themſelves with 


Meekneſi, # God prradventure would give Re- 


 peritance to the acknowledging of the Truth, 


that they may recover themſelves out of the 
Snares of the Devil. It is ſaid of Chritt, 
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Ads iii. 15. He tis called to be a Prince aud a 


Saviour, to give Hepentance unto Jſrach. Faith 
and Repentance are ſupernatural Works, and 


we way as well create new Heavens and a new 


Earth, as to do theſe Acts of ourſelves; it is 
God alone that works them in our Hearts, by 
the effiacious Operations of his Spirit, 2, Cor. 
Ill. 5. We are not ſufficient of ourſelues to think. 
any 1 of ourſelves; but it is God that worketh 
in us, both to will and to do, of bis good Pleaſere, 


Phil. ii. 12. | 


Secondly, Repentance is a Change firſt of the 
Heart, then of the whole Man; there muſt b: 


a new Heart, a new Hand, a new Life, and a 
new Head; all Things muſt be new where Re- 


pentance is. f any Man be in Chriſt, faith the 


 Apoftle, he is a new Creature, 1 Cor, v. 17. 
Repentance makes a new Man; and it is truly 
nin the Power of God to renew our Hearts; nei- 


ther Angels nor Men are able to do it. In Jer. 


Xxxi. 8, 19. ſaith Ephraim, Turn thou me, and 
F ſhall be turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. 


Lure iy after that I was turned, | regented; and 


| after that j was inſtructed, I ſmete po mp 
Thigh; I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
| becauſe I did bear the Reproach of my Tomth. 
Here is the Character of a true Penitent, It is 
the Lord that muſt pluck us out of the Snares 
of the Devil, and caſt down the ſtrong Holds 


of Sin in us; if God doth not turn us, we ſhall 


never be turned. After that I was turned, Þ 


repented, ſaith Ephraim. But I proceed. 
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believing Sinner, becauſe Faith muſt firſt precede 
and go before Repentance, for none can truly 
repent, but they muſt firſt believe. There may 


be in a Sinner that which we call Legal Repen- 


tence, which may cauſe him to fall out with 
his Sins, and it may be to loathe them with 3 
kind of Deteſtation: It's poſſible a wicked Man 
may repent that he ever knew what Sin meant, 
or that he ever had to do with Sin. All this 


may be, and yet no true Repentance, becauſe 


no true Faith ; for true Repentance cauſes a 
Hatred of Sin, as it is diſpleaſing to God, as 


| well as hurtful to ourſelves ; yea, he hates Sin 
as Hell, yea, worſe than Hell itſelf ; which 


cannot he in an uybelteving Soul. | 

It cannot be denied but that Repentance is 
a ſaving Grace; and if ſo, none can partake 
thereof, until he be firſt united unto Chriſt, 
the Fountain of all (race: So then Faith mu 


needs go before Repentance. 1 


I birag, Where true Repentance is, there is 
a Change wrought in the whole Man, and a 
Turning, Firſt, to oorſelves; Secondly, to God; 
and, Thirty, to Man. An nrepentant Sinner 


is not himſe f. and is not only out of his Way. 


but out of his Wits. In Lake xv. 17. when 


the Prodigal came to himielf, he faid, Farber, I 


have ſiuned; this is the firſt Step to Repentance,, 
Selt returning. Secondly, Repentance 15 a turn= 


ing to Ged. If thou wilt t eturn, O Houſe of 


 dirathly 
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Repentance is the Gift of God, whereby a. 
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ael, ſaith the Lord, return umo me, fer. iv. 146 
The Gra e of Repentance is ſuitably expreſs'd 
by this Act of returning to God; and they N 
who did not return to God, are ſaid not to re- 
pent. In Amos iv. & c. God faith, I have given 
| Cleanrefſs of Teeth, and Want of Bread, yet have 
you not returned; alſo I have witholden the Rain 1. & 
from jou, and ſmitten you with Blaſtings and Alil- | i 
du, and ſent among you the Peſlilence; and I 
have ſlain young eu by the Sword, and overs 
thrown ſome of you, as I overthrew Sodom and 0 
Gomorrah, by Fire; yet have you nos returned | | 
auto me, ſaith the Lord. Repentance is a 16 
turning from Sin unto God: Sin tains Men 
from God, and draws the Soul into the Ways | 
of Death. James i. 14. Every Man is drawn 2 
away by his own Luſts, and enticed. But when j 
once Repentance comes, he turns back again; ; 
he Changes his Mind then, and abhors himſelf j | 
for what he hath done. Fob xliii. 6. J abboy . 
myſelf, and rep*nt in Duſt and Aſbetn. The Pro-; |þ 
digal was drawn away from his Father's Houſe |! | 
dy his ewn Luſts, yet at laſt he returned; fr/?, 
to himſelf; and, ſeconaly, to his Father. Luke 
xv. 17, 18, 19. When he came to himſelf, be 
ſaid, I will ariſe aud go unto my Father, aud ſay 
unto him, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, 
and before thee, and am 1.0 more worthy to be called 
thy Son. | 1 | | ; 
Sinners are ſaid to be mad, but Repentance | 
brings Men to their righe Wits again. Every | 
e | | TE impe- 
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,  Impenitent Sinner is a meer Madman, a meer 


Bedlam. Who but a Madman would run him- 
ſel into the Fire, as every wicked Man doth? 
he runs himſelf headlong into Deſtruction 3 bur 


ERepentance turns Men from this Madneſs. In 


Acts xxvi. 18. it is called, a'\turning of Men 
from Darkneſs to L'ght, and ſrom the Power of 
Satan unto God. Sin is a Darkneſs, and when 
Men ſin, they know not what they do; but 
Repentance enlightens Men, and ſets them at 
Liberty. In Acts xx. 20. Repentance and turn- 
ing to God are put together; they are one and 
the ſame; the one cannot be without the other. 


But it is not any turi ing that can do this; no; 


it muſt be a turning of the J dgment, and a 
turning of the Will and Affection; fo that Men 
who are turned, are carried wholly from Sin, 
and Wickedneſs unto God. Joel iii. 12, Jurn 
unto me, ſaith Goa, with all bur Heart ; it it 
be with a Pizce, it is nothing worth, it is alto» 
gether deceitſul. e 
Thirdly, Repentance is a returning unto Men; 
we muſt not be aſhamed to acknowledge our 
Faults to one another. Fimes v. 6. Confeſs your 
Faults to one anoth r, and pray for one anot hen. 
If we have done any Mau any Wrong, we 
ought to acknowledge it, a 
Is it ſo then, that Repentance flows from Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and turns Men from Sin ro Gods 
ten I obſcrve that there are many in the World 
who as yet never knew what true Repentance 
: meaneth,, 


130 


meaneth, becauſe $1 are yet 3 0 Faith, %, | 
without which there can be no true Repentance. 
Men may, cry bitterly, and humble themſelves 


in Sackcloth arid Aſhes, as Ahab did; may have 


the Horrors of Hell in their Conſciences, as 


ud had; may reform many Things that are 
zmiſe, as Herod did; and ver being Unbelievers, 
they are ſtill in the State of Impeniten ce. Ir is 


an infallible Demonſtration, that they never 


yet truly taſted of the Love of God in the Par- 


don of their Sins, who dare preſume to rake Li- 
berty to ſin, or delight themſelves in any Sin 


whatſoever : They thar truly believe eannor, 
dare not allow themſelves in any Sin; for as 
Faith pacifies the Heart, fo Faith and Repen- 


tance keep the Heart pure, and make the Con- 


ſcience tender; and the more pure the Heart 
remains, the more will it abſtain from all Things 
that are evil. 
Secondly, Ts the Glue of Repentance the 
on of God, wi ereby a believing Sinner, be- 
humbled under the Sight and Senſe of his 
818 doth truly turn to God? then we may 


obſerve, that where true Re pentance is, there 


is alſo Humiliation for Sin It is not poſſible 


that ever any Soul ſhould truly repent, that is 


not truly humbled and caſt down in the very 
Sight and Senſe of Sin. Turn umo me, faith the 


Lord with all your Heart, with Faffing, and with. 


Weeping, and with Mcurning, Joel 1 It. 12. The 


Nt; viren, when they repented, humbled them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves from the higheſt to the loweſt ; and Hi 


alſo ſhews. us, that the greateſt Part of Mankind 
never yet truly repeated, becauſe they were 
never yet truly humbled. It a5 not every Kind 
of Sorrow that works Repenta ce; but, as is 
in 2 Cor. vii. 16. only godly Sorrow worketh 
Repentance never to be repented of. 
And as there may be a counterfeit Repen- 
tance, ſo likewiſe there may be a counterfeit 
Humiliation The Signs and Marks of true 
Humiliation are theſe: Firſt, The Soul that is 
truly humble for Sin, is very free in Confeſſion 
of Sin; and the Scripture tells us, that thoſe, 
who have been moſt humbled for fin, have been 
the freeſt in the Confeſſion of their fins, as 
plainly may be ſeen in David, Nehemiah, Fob, 
and others. Pſal. li. 3. faith David, I acknow- 
edge my Tranſpreſſions, and my Sins are ever 
before me. And this Confe ſſion of ſin will in 
lome me. ſure be ſuitable to our Humiliat on; 
if our ſorrow for ſin be ſincere, our Confeſſion 
will be ſo too. Therefore all thoſe who are leis 
afraid to commit fin, than they are aſhamed to 
confeſs ſin, were never truly humbled for fin, 
neither ſhall their ſouls reap any Benefit by it. 
Prov. xxviii 13. He that covereth his Sins fhall 
vot proſper; but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh 
th m, ſhall have Mercy. They that will not find 
out their ſins to confeſs them, may be ſure that 


one Day or other their fins will find them out 


to torment them. If ſin finds us not out in 


Youth, 
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us not out in Health, yet it will find us out in 
ſickneſs; if it nds us not out in Life, yet it 
will find us out in Death; if it finds us not out 
in Death, yet it will find us out after Death, in 


the Day of ſudgment; either one time or other 
it will find us out. Nymb. xxii. 23. And be 


fare, laith Hoſes, your Sins will find you ont. 


Secondly, Godly Sorrow and Humiliation for 


ſin cauſe the ſoul that is humbled to loathe and 


avhor ſin. Ezek. xx. 43. e ſhall remember 


your If 45. and your Doings wherein ye have been 


defiled, and pe Jha! loathe yourſelves in yſ ur own 
Sight, for all the Evils that you have committed. 


Sih is odious and hateful to the humble ſou]. 


I abhor myſelf every Way, faith David : River: 
of Tears run down mine Eyes, becauſe Men keep 
not thy Law, Pfal. cxix 136. Nature may 
teach a' Man to loathe fin in others, but 'tis 


only Grace that reaches us to abhor fin in our. 


ſelves. When Judah, Gen. xxxviii. 24+ heard 
that his Daughter 7Thamar had play'd the Harlot, 


he preſently paſs d ſentence of Death upon her: 
Bring ber forth, aid he; that fhe may be barred. 


Bur when he ſaw the Pledges ſhe produced, 
that the fin was his own, Judub was then 
ſilent, and talk'd no more of burning her. A 


ſoul truly humbled will hate fin whereſoever it 
is, eſpecially i his own Boſom. Men will fly 
from venomous and hurtful Creatures Whereſo- 
ever they are, eſpecially if they be near them, 
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Youth, .ir will find usour in Age; if it finds 
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a Soul ſo much Hurt as his own Sins: Then 
they that do not hate Sin in themſelves, are not 
truiy humbled for Sin. 

Thirdly, He that is truly bumbled is willing 
to take Shame to himſelf: The humble Sinner 
is willing to be aſhamed of his Folly. Exel. xvi. 
63. That thou may'ftl remember, and be aſhamed, 
and never open thy Aouth any more, when I am 


2 the Lord. 


neſs. What's the Reaſon Men are no more 


deſpiſe the good Word of God, which is the 
only Means to get Humility. The humble and 
penitent Soul is the moſt tractable Soul in the 


World, and he above all others is willing to 
embrace the holy Word of Gd. 


willing to put in Practice all thoſe Duties he had 
formerly learned out of the Word of God. 
When Paul was once truly humble, he confers 


in his Work of pr: aching the Goſpel, Gal. i. 16. 


2 
8 Thus you may lee, that where true Repentance | 
is, there is alſo a true Humihation and Sorrow [þ 


3 tor Sin; then let every one learn to be humble, 
| and 


becauſe then they are in moſt te to * 5 
by them. All the Sins in the World cannot do 


pacified towards thee J all that thou haſt done, 


Fourthly, A truly humble Soul will be willing 
to receive the Word of God with a Readi- 


humbled for Sin? Surely this; Becauſe they 


Fifthly, A truly humble Soul is dead and | 


red no longer with Fleſh and Blood; but laying, . 
aſide all carnal Reaſonings, goes on tho. oughly 


RR. 
and that betimes: For as Women, the longer 
they are e're they bring forth Children, the 
harder is their Labour; even ſo they that put 


off Repentance to old Age muſt expect ſorer 


Travel. Lamentably are they miſtaken, who 
put off their Repentance to old Age. Is it 
likely that the Pains and Weakneſs of old Age 


vill be of any Advantage to their Repentance ? 


lt is faid, in Rev. xvi. 19, that at the pouring 


borth of the fourth Viol. when God ſmote the” = 
Inhabitants of the Earth with a ſcorching Hear, 
- Ythac they blaſphemed the Name of God, and © 
 Frepenred not. It is a woful Thing, that a pained. _ 


„Body, or a ſick-bed Pain, in its own Nature, 
vill rather cauſe us to blaſpheme and turn from 
Jod, than to return to God; and it is very 
ommon that ſick Perſons either repent not at 
; or if they do, at the beſt their Repen- 
nce is but a ſickly Repentance. Sickneſs doth 
nly abate and reſtrain Men's Luſts, it never 


ll Sin: Wicked Men's Sins live when they 
e dead; the Grave cannot conſume them, 


Krain not only in their Guile, but in their 
ver alſo; © Eternity. | 


nance, they are moral honeſt Men, who live 


12 Courſe of Civility, and take their Penny co 
a5 white as any others: Theſe are as good as 


: beſt, and therefore have no need to repent ; 


eltroys the Life of Sin; Death itſelf cannot 
r the Fire of Hell. The Sins of Unbelievers 


And for thoſe who think they need no Re- a 


Cath: - 


they are not deſperately wicked as ſome are; 


they are no Blaſphemers nor Drunkards, but 
go to Church, and give every Man his Due, 
and are loving to their Neighbours; and what 


need any more? Tis true, theſe Things are 
neceſſary, and required of a Chriſtian; but 
yet Civility without Activity is, at the beſt, 


but gilded Atheiſm: Morality and ſeeming 
Vicrues are but gilded. Sins, and ' plitterifig 
Abominations. The Lord ſees many a rotten, 
baſe, ſtinking Heart under a civil Coat. If 


Civility and Morality would have ſerved Turn, 


then the Phariſees would have gone to Heaven 
before any others; they were civilly honeſt; 
they were no Swearers nor Drunkards ; they 
paid Tithes, and gave Alms, and prayed often, 
and carried themſelves ſo exact in the World, 
that it was thought, that if but two Perſons in 
the World fhould go to Heaven, the Seribe 
thould be one, and the Pharyiſee the other. But 
what faith Chriſt, Mat. v. 20. Except your 


” Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribe! 
end Phariſees, 36 ſball not enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven. And yet their Righteouſneſs far exceed- 
ed the Righteouſneſs of our moral honeſt Men. 


Conſider the End for which Chriſt came 


into the World. Ada. ix. 12, I am not come, 


faith Chriſt, 36 call the Righteous, but Sinners to 


Repentance. Be zealous therefore and repent, 
as St. John faith, Mar. iii. 8. Let ws labour to 
bring fort Fruits meet for Repentante. 
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Now the Lord work theſe Truths on your 


Hearts, and give us all Repentance unto Lite, 
which the Lord of his Mercy grant. Aren. 


repent; we finful Creatures ſue unto thee for 


_ Grace, hoping in thy Mercy towards us, which 
is over all. Keep us, we beſeech thee, this 
Day, as thou haſt kept us the Night paſt ; keep 


9 % Y 
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N Erernal God, and moſt merciful Father, | 
who giveſt to chem that want, comforteſt 
them which ſuffer, and forgivelt all them that 


us in thy Faith, Fear, and Love; forgive all 


our Sins in the Blood of thy Son, and teach us 


ae eee 


to be ſorrowſul for: them, and ſeparate them 


from us, which would ſeparate us from thee. 
. Give us the ſacted Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs, that aur firſt Care may be to 


know thy Truth; and let us ſo profit in the 


Name of Chrift, that in Sickneſs we may find 


Patience, in Priſon Joy, in Poverty Content- 


Proſper, O Lord, our Labour, and the Work 


of our Hands, and give us Hearts to learn ſome- 
thing of every thing, and make a ſpiritual Uſe 


of all our earthly Actions and Occaſions, till 


ve come to lodge with thee in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Let our loving Affection: grow one 
towards | 
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them, and they for us, and both of us be heard 


by thee for ourſelves, and one for mother, and 


tky Son for us all. 


FG. O Ted the t el Chitch with © 


Truth, Peace, Soundneſs of Doctrine, and holy 
Diſcipline. Continue thy Mercies towards this 
Realm; preſerve his Gracious Majeſty, and all 


the Royal Family; ſanctify the Eives and Stu- 
dies of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and all 
that labour in thy Word and Doctrine. Bleſs 
his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy- Council. 
and all others in Authority, wich mecellary 


Graces. 
Bleſs the Nurſeries of 155 Learning, all 


Grammar-ſchools, the two Univerſities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, and the Inns of Court. 
Slefs this City and Place wherein we live, re- 


move the Puniſhment due for the Sins thereof, 


antl give them true Grace to repent in Time, leſt 
they be deſtroyed. — + : 
Bleſs this Family with Grace-and.Peace, tas : 
 _ the Rulers, Children and Servants thereof may 
all know their Duties, and practile the ſame in 
thy Fear, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our L Lord 4 


and Saviour, Amen, 


| | (20 | 
towards one Woche SIR tha we may 
Jove our Brethren, and they us. and pray for 
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A Evening Prayer for a Family. 
Lord God, Father of all Mercies, Creator 


of Heaven and Earth, we render unto” - 


thee Thanks in all abundance, for thy merciful _ 


Preſervation of us this Day, and all the Times 
and Days of our Lives; that thou haſt brought 
us ſafe and ſound through ſo many Dangers, and 
poured upon us, contrary to our Deſerts, ſo 
many excellent and noble bleſſings and benefits, 
both ſpiritual and corperal. Good Lord, we 


beſeech thee, keep us evermore from Day to 


Day, as thou haſt done; and make us conſtanc 
in the Profeſſion of thy holy Name, and in the 
Practice of thy Law, that neither the Violence 
of Men, nor the ſubtlety of Suan may be able 
to make us turn from rhee. Lord, turn thou 
thy Face from our fins, wherein we have fo de- 
lighted ; alter our Hearts, and waſh and cleanſe 
us from all ftains and Corruptions, in the blood 
| of thy Son. Forgive all that is paſt, and grant 
us the Aſſurance of that Forgiveneſs ſeal'd yp 
in our Conſciences by thy Holy Spirit. Kinde 
thy Love ſo fervently in our Hearts, that we 
may deteſt whatever is againſt thee and thy 

Word. , . | 
Forgive us our great Contempt and intole- 
rable barrenneſs in good Works, our foul Un- 
thankfulneſs, and the Abuſe of thy Grace, and 
ſirike our ſtony Hearts with the Rod of thy 

| „ | Fear, 
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bs, that we may attam unto 2 due Thank- | 


fulneſs for thy Benefits, arid a moſt unfeigned 


an earneſt Repentance for our Sins. 


O Lord, bleſs us all this Night, that, after 
our Bodies have been refreſhed with competent 
Sleep, we may fee the Eight of the next Morn- 
ing, and riſe ſafe and ound, and ſerve thee in 
our ſeveral Vocamons. Sanctif our Minds, 
that by the Help of thy Mercy we may enjoy 


the Reſt of a 


good 3 


Bleſs the 


Church and Nor Miniſters, . preſerve the King, 
protect the Magiſtrates of © [uſtice, - and all 
zaithful People; rear up the Heavy. hearted. . 
that mourn in Sion, and turn the Chaſtiſement 


of thy Children to their Good. 


Lord, be merciful unto rhoſe whom hoy 
| haſt made any way helpful unto us, and blels 
every one af us in our Places, that we may 
truly ſerve thee, fear thy Majeſty, and love 
thy Authority, "Theſe Things, © Lord, and 
all others needſul for us, we do crave at thy 
Hands, in the Name, and for the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Saviour and 
Redeemer; faying, as-he himſelf bath taught 


us, Oar Father, ce. 
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miſlead me, Poverty diſmay me, Sickneſs turn 
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A Prayer gain the Temptations of 115 World, 


he Fleſl, and the Devil. 


Fortreſs of the Faithful, and a Rock of 
Defence and Refuge for diſtreſſed Souls, who 
knoweſt we are ſet in the Midſt of fo great 
Dangers, that without thy Help we cannot 


avoid our Ruin; I beſeech thee to keep my _ 
Body and Soul from all Temptations and Snares 
of the Devil, and ſuffer not my Senſes to range 
and wander abroad in Matters of Pleaſure and 


Delight, which are to no Purpoſe. Good 


Lord, take from me that which is deformed 
and polluted by my corrupt Nature, and work 


and eflabliſh that which thy Grace has now 


wrought in me, that having the whole Armozr 
of God fitted unto me, I may be able to with- 
_ ſtand all the Aſſaults of the Enemy, 


O Lord, be favourable and gracious to me in 
the Day of Trial, and lead me no farther into 
any Temptation, than thou wilt make me able 
w bear. Grant, O Lord, that 1 may with 


ſtrong Faith reſiſt Saran, and by Watching, 


Faſting and Praver, mortify the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and by continual Meditation of thy holy 
Law avoid the fooliſh Vanities, and dangerous 
Pleaſures of this World. 
Let not Knowledge puff me up, Proſperity 


\ Moſt merciful and mighty God the 


5 25 me to te A petency; 
5 nor this Life br; 
— diſtruſt in thy Providence, 9 


. or force | 
2385 - unlawlul Mears to win chow. 4 
Am me, 0 Lord, with | 


11 br: 8. See Pe Preſence, and let all thy 
71 2688 = Power, 7 b the effectual working of thy 
1 «Big 10 30 714 _ ough. 
„ even for ſeſus Chriſt hi 
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